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ABSTRACT 

Data relating to pupulation and family plc\nning in 
nine foreign countries are presented in these situation reports. ^ 
Countries included are Argentina, Colopibia, Cyprus, Kuv t, Lebanon, 
Libyan Arab Republic, Oman, Syrian Arab Republic, and U; ^uty. 
Information is provided under two topics, general hackground \nd 
fainily planning situation^ where appropriate and if it is available. 
General background covers ethnic groups, language, religion, economy, 
COTnunication/education, medical/social welfare, and statistics oii 
population, birth and death rates. Family planning situation 
considers family planning associations and persoxmel, governxnent 
attitudes, legislation, family planning services, 
education/information, training opportunities for individuals, 
families, and medical personnel, research and evaluations. 
Bibliogracdiic sources are given^ (BL) 
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Hospital Bed 
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Mote ; Unless otherwise stated, the source for this table is natos Baslcos de 
lOTaclon en .'yaerlca Latina, 1970-, Oepartamento de Asuntos Soclales, 
Secretarfa General de la OEA, Washington, D.C. 



1. United Nations Oemographlc Yearbook 1971. 

2. Wbrld Population Data Sheet, Population Reference Bureau, Inc. 1972. 

3. Estimate from basic data of CELAOE: Boletin Oerwrafiro, Year 2. No. 4 
Santiago de Chile, July 1969. 

4. United Stations Monthly BulUtIn of Statistics, Novei*er 1971. 

5. ttorld Bank Atlas, published by ttie International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, 1971. 



* This report Is not an official publication out nas been prepared for 
Infomitlonal and consultative purposes. 
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G ENERAL gACKGROUNS . 

Argentina has v^hat Is probably the lowest birth rate In Latin America and a 
slow population growth rate. At the present rate the population will 
double within 47 years. Population density Is nine persons per square 
k11op>etre and distribution Is very uneven. The majority of the population 
live In the Federal Capital of Buenos Aires and In the Literal provinces- 
in 1970s 11.7 rjillion persons were livinc in the city and orovince of 
Buenos Aires alone. The most urbanized of the countries of Latin America > 
Argentina also has the lo»#est dependency ratio and a low oercentane of 
populationunder 15 years of age. 

General health standards are hlqh and are based on the good level of 
nutrition? in 1966 the average daily per capita consumption of calories 
Vfas 2,920! The exceptions are the far north and north-west of the country j 
and parts of Patagonia in the south. In these areas general mortality. 
Infant mortality; and the birth rate are considerably h1<!her than the 
average. Their lack of facilities and of employfnent opportunities has 
stimulated migration to th* cities, in particular to Buenos Aires. It is 
estimated that at least half a million people live in the shanty ta^-ns of 
the Federal capital and that 90* of their inhabitants are from the north-vest. 

Althouoh Argentina has many of the indices of developed country, the long 
economic crisis and general staanatlon of the last two decades have caused 
much nolitical and social unrest, mth the return of Peron the »\rqent1nes 
seem^ be ready for great if as yet unspecified changes in their social 
and economic lives. Imoatience is also fuelled by the spectacle of an 
** overdeveloped metropolis containing a third of the population facim qiite 
undeveloped* backward outlyinc provinces. 

Ethnic 

•lainly white, with Small mixed and Amerindian qroups, especially in the 
north-west. A very larae number of European Immigrants came to Argentina, 
In particular at the beginning of this century, above all from Italy and 
Spain. 

Language 

Spanish. 

Religion 

Over 90% of the population are Roman Catholic. There are small Protestant 
and Jewish minorities. 

Economy 

The eomomy is traditionally and primarily based on agricylture and agricultural 
products, chiefly wheat, maize, oats, linseed, livestock, wool, and wine. 
Ar«ent1na is one of the world's leading exoorters of wheat and beef. There is 
an extensive meat-processing and animal by-products industry and there has been rapid 
growth in the plastics, textile, steel, engineering, and chemical industries. 
Argentina is virtually self-sufficient in consumer goods and in many categories 
of machinery, [linerals are being explored and developed, in particular aluminium 
and copper, and large hydro-electric power projects are being carried out. 

Since the mid-fifties, however, Anentina has faced increasingly severe economic 
difficulties. Inflation has accelerated enormously as has the foreign debt. 
Repayment of Interest alone has ptit creat strain on Argentina's economy. The 
iiicapacity of 18 years of military rule to cope with this situation has paved 
the way for the return of Juan Ptrdn, who is pledged to increase and diversify 
the sources of foreign investttents at present fJort'i American-dominated. Some 
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forn of corporate State with a managed econow^ likely to eineroe. 
Connunlcatlons/Educatlon 

Aroentlna has an extensive rail and road network centres on Buenos Aires. 
Internal air transport Is well -developed. Insprovement '^rks are beinn 
carried out on the Parana river to develop it as a inajor waterway. 

Hev'spaper coverage of the country Is nood. There are ten Buenos Aires, and 26 
provincial dally newspapers as well as a laroe nutnber of other journals and 
papers. Of the 90 rc^lo stations 37 are qovemment owned, and there are six 
riillion radio sets (1970). There are 29 coBinerclal television stations and 
three million television sets (1970). 

Education is free from primary to university l3vel and is comrjulsory between 
the ages of six and 14 years. The illiteracy level is one of the lowest 
in Latin A.-.Ter1ca, with 9% of the nooulation over 15 years of a^e illiterate 
in I960. The figure reflects the nenerally adequate provision af educational 
services with the exception of the remoter rural areas. 

M edical/Social Welfare 

Argentina hns a larce private medical sector, rwinly concentrated in 
Buenos Aires and the large toms and cities, and a correspondingly s?«ieli 
and undercani tali zed public health service. The public sen^ices are the 
responsibility of the Secretary for Public Health and Include pre-natal and 
child health centres. There are good training facilities for medical personnel 
Including nine medical faculties and 75 nurses' schools. 

Social welfare benefits are orovided to "age eamerMQf trade unions and 
employers' associations, financed by eiapltvees' and employers' contributions. 
In 1967 all welfare services were coordinated under the Rational Council of 
Social Welfare and a new Pensions Law was introduced. Daploynent legislation 
covers working hours, holidays, paynent of wages, overtime, bonuses, accident 
compensation, dismissal and death Indefnnities. 

F AHILY PLAffflING SITUATION 

The Govenraent sponsors a pro-natalist policy. However, the low 55»Jh rate 
can be explained by the high incidence of abortion and by the availability 
of contraceptive advice from ttie private nedical sector. A private family 
planning association* supported by the IPPF. also provides family planning 
services. 

Attitudes 

The Government took a strong stand aaainst family planning and birtt COTtrol 
in 1963, when the President attacked the tiorld Bank's head. rir. Robert .icMainare. 
for his suggestion that Bank aid mioht be tied to a nation's efforts to control 
its population. 

The Government supported the attitude of the Catiiolic hierachy which asserted 
obedience to the Pope's rulinc! on a-^lficlal birth control. The President 
himself spoke out in favour of the Papal Encyclical in his spaech at the opening 
of a PAHO Conference in Buenos Aires in October 1963. This was 
reinforced by a law introducinci a new wages policy which Increased subsidies 
and school allowances for each child. 

However, there has been a recent growth of Interest araonr beam o^fJfJiJs 
within the Secretariat of Public Health in family planning as a necessary 
part of general health prograimies for mothers and children. I; » 
Federal Govenwent set up a new agency for Child and Family Helfare. 
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There seetned to be a more favourable official attitude by the end of 1971. 
The crivate association achieved thft official recognition by seven provincial .. 
goveimments of family plannino progranrxjs operating within their Jurisdictions. 
At the Federal level a specially formd connittee approved ne«^ nonns for medical 
care in the gynaecological field at the request of the Secretariat of Public 
Health, and this docuraent has been subriittei to the ?'1n1stry of Social Welfare 
with the recomendation that It be distributed to all doctors and hospitals in 
the country. One section of the document, on fertility ra^iulation, states that 
part of the doctor's work is to ^ive advice on contraceptives. 

Althouah the last 18 months have brouqht rauch tumK>11 and uncertainty to 
Argentina, there seems no reason to believe that Peron will have anythinq 
other than a ^wourable attitude to family planning, and presumably towards 
the AAPF. 



Legislation ^ 

Publicity for birth control is illenat and there are restrictions on the 
Import, laanufacture and distribution of contraceptives. However, the oral pill 
can be bought over the counter. In 1971 the private association approached 
the Secretariat of Public Health to petition that the distribution of hormonal 
contraceotive products without a doctor's prescription be made the subject of 
an Investifration with a view to its re<«ulat1on. 

Abortion: Law Ho. 17567 (6.12.67). Abortion carried out by a CJallfied 
physician with the 'Moran's consent is not Illegal if: 

(I) It is performed in order to eliminate serious danger to the mother's 
life and health* there bein^i no other way of eliminating this danger. 

(II) The pregnamy is the result of rape in respect of which criminal 
l»^ceedin^s have been initiated. 

Despite the law illegal abortions are coHfKin and a prosecution is rarely mad*. 
There are research studies into the incidence of Illegal <»bort1on, for example, 
Research''on Illegal Abortion and Family Planning at the City Sexoloqy Centre, 
Rawson Hospital. Buenos Aires. This study was carried out by Dr. I^ydia GoRiez 
Ferrarotti and Ora. Carmen Garcia Varela. The results showed that amongst 532 
married women, 32.6* of pregnancies ended in abortion. Of these abortions, 
77.5* were said to be illegal. A snialler survey among 98 unmarried women 
showed that 34.6X of all pregnancies ended in abortion; of these abortions, 
72.4« were said to be Illegal. 

A rkent estimate of the rate of illegal abortion in urban areas says that 
there is at least one abortion for each 11 « birth. 

FAMILY PLANNING AVIATION 
History 

THe recognition of the need in Argentina for family planning services grew 
among members of the medical profession as they became increasingly aware of the 
high'incide: en of abortion, the need to detect cancer, and to ensure the family ! 
physical and mental health. 

Family planning services and sex education were pioneered at the Hospital 
Rawson in Buenos Aires, by Dr. Hydia 66nez Ferrarotti, in 1962. In 
Nov«*er 1965 the 'Federacifin Argentina de Centres de Planificacion Familiar 
was organized In Buenos Aires under Dr. Ellseo Rosenvajser, and it coordinated 
tiie energing family planning activities in hospitalf in Buenos Aires. Family 
planning projects were also initiated Independently In Tucuman by Dr. Jacob 
Schujnan and in flar del Plata by Or. Isaac Spindler, both in 1965. In 
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representatives from different provinces attends>d the First National Fanily 
Planning Meeting at t'le University of Cordoba; the tneetlnn set nn the 
Asociacion Argentina de Protecclcn Faniliar. {Faplly Protection 'Association 
of Argentina), tc coordinate and develop the farnlly planninq movement on a 
national scale. In 1969, the Association became a member of the IPPF. 

Address 

Asociacion Argentina de Protecclon Fainiliar, 
•^ipu 471, 130 Piso, 
Buenos ".Ires.. 
ARGENTIHA. - 

Personnel 

President: Or. Julio Gosende 

Executive Director: Lie. Deolinda Gonzalez Prandi. 

Directors cf Departments: 

Hedlcal - Dr. Juan T.Hannouche. 

Evaluation- Lie. Raul Castro 01 .vera. 

Infomation and Education - Sr. Jorge E11ad*»s Pailles. 

The Association has an Executive Conmittee in which the Litoral, Cuyo, Central, 
Northern and. Southern Areas are represented, and a legal and technical committee. 

Services 

The Family Protection Centres affiliated to the Association offer fertility, 
infertility, and cancer detection services, ante-natal care and gynaecological 
attention. There were 15 centres at the and of 1967 and 24 by the end of 1969. 
In 1972 the AAPF had 58 clinics. These served 22,901 new acceptors in 1972, 
of which about 60% used orals and m IUD*s. The nirber of acceptors had 
increased over 100« since 1970. There were 5481 patients treated for infertility 
in 1972, and 16542 Pap tests were taken. 

?tost clinics are in the &>uthem Area, which incliKles the city and province of 
Buenos Aires. All clintcs serve urban areas except certain of the North Hest 
project clinics. The great majority of clinics are located in Govemroent pre- • 
raises. Host centres receive financial assistance from AAPF. 

The ftorth-ltest Project 

In 1971 the AAPF began negotiations with several State Governments in the ♦lorth- 
Uest of the country, where the high birth and infant mortality rate as well as 
the greater poverty make family planning a pressing necessity. (For example. 
In Salta province, the birth rate was 35 and the infant mortality rate 95 in 
1966). The seven provinces concerned are: San Luis, La Rioja, San Juan, Salta, 
JuJuy, Catamarca, and Santiaqo del Estero. The project was for 3 years from 
1972 and its object was to stimulate and prtnaote the incorporation of family 
planning into, the Government maternal and child health programmes. 

The Association is to assist the State Governments in the opening of clinics 
(three in the main hospitals of each province), the training of personnel, 
and the organization of an I and E campalan directed towards the whole popu- 
lation. Of the 21 projected clinics, 9 are now operating. About 3000 new 
acceptors were served in 1972. 

This project is a most significant one for Argentina as It represents the first 
laroeJ^scale co-operation between the FPA and Govemnent, and it introduces 
family planning to tiie poorest rural areas of the country. 

In 1971 the Hedlcal Department began a study on the clinical evaluation of lUO's. 



-6- 



IPPF SITUATION REPORT ARGENTINA , AUGUST 1973 



Information and Education 

The Assocatlon's Deaprtment of Education has three major areas of activity* 
education. Institutional publicity, and Information and the press. 

In the sphere of education, the Department has designed and produced a wide 
range of basic motivational and Information material for children, young 
people and adults. This Includes slide and wall-chart sets, leaflets, 
manuals and posters. By the end of 1972, the Department had produced three 
films, one on the FPA, another on sex education, and the third on contra- 
ceptive methods. As well as distributing locally produced material the 
Department also loans out f11n» and slide sets from a collection of im- 
ported materials. 

Within the field of institutional publicity, the Department seeks to pro- 
mote knowledge of the Association, its aims* and activities. Information 
is exchanged with other institutions at home and abroad, coordination is 
maintained with Government departments, hospitals, and other h^lth insti- 
tutions, and a Newsletter is Issued four times a year. Over 100.000 
printed items were distributed in 1972. 

In the third field of activity* the Departsoent seeks to gain press coverage 
of the Association and its work. In 1972, 131 articles and other items 
appeared In the Press. 

At the level of the Centres, talks, meetings and film and slide shows ate 
held for acceptors. A progranne of seminars, meetings, adn conferences 
for professional workers Is also organized. In 1972, the progranne included 
10 workshops and seminars, 77 educational talks attended by 4759 persons, 
and numerous discussions with audio-visual aids. 22,0^ persons attended 
that Utter courses. There were also 236 showings of 7 films, all made 
by tiie AAPF, attended by ^25 persons. Several radio and TV programmes 
were broadcast. 

The AAPF film "Estas Creciendo" ("You are Growing Up") won a prize in the 
short educational film section of the XV New York International Film and 
TV Festival, In November 1972. 

Sex Education 

The programne in the Family Protection Centres includes talks on sex 
education. The Eihication Department has prepared sets of s1i(tos, charts 
and leaflets on sex education for adolescents. (The Neuquen provincial 
government concluded an agreement with the FPA on sex education in schools). 

Training 

The AAPF holds regular training courses for its own personnel and those from 
other institutions. In 1972, 15 courses were held, from 3 days to 2 
weeks in length. All told 256 persons attended these course, including 
69 doctors and sttstantial nurtters of social workers, obstetricians, 
psychologists* teachers and other professionals. 



-7- 



IPPF SITUATION REPORT 



ARGENTINA 



AUGUST 1973 



Research 



In 1971 the Association published a Report of a study of lUOs and the 
functioning of the Family Protection Centres, and collected and analysed 
demographic data. 

To stimulate research work, the Association offers an annual prize to the 
two best pieces of scientific work produced In the Centres recognized by 
the Association. 

Resource Development 

The Argentine Association received Incorporated status In 1971 which 
allow It tax exemption. A resource development campaign Is to be Initiated 
In 1973/74, but the political situation and Inflationary economic* climate 
makes the task difficult. 



Foreign Assistance 

Although IPPF provides most assistance to the AAPF, smaller amounts have 
been given by the Pathfinder Fund, Population Council, Ford Foundation, 
PAHO, HEH and UNFPA. 

Otfier Organizations 

Consejo Argentine de Estudlos sobre la Reproduccion: C.A.D.E.R. 
(Argentine counci I for Reproduction studies). 

C.A.D.E.R. Is an active organization In tfie field of human reproduction 
studies at university level, and its activities include the holding of 
courses and the promotion of investigation. 

Address: Consejo Argentine de Estudlos sobre la Reproduccidh, 



Other Sources 

- Fourth Import on the Horld Health Situation, 1965-1968. Official Records 
of the WHO, rk). 193, MHO June 1971 . 

- Abortion Laws. A* Survey of Current World Legislation. '-WO, Geneva, 1971. 

- The Europa Year Book. 1971. A World Survey. Vol. II. 
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STATISTICS 



Area 

Total Populatioik 

Population Groifth 
Bate 

Birth Rate 

Death Rate 

Infant Mortality 
Sate 

Ifcrnen in Fertile 
Age Group (15-49 yrs) 

Population 
Und^ 15 

Urban Population 

OS? Per Capita 

GSP Per Capita 
Growth Rate 

Population Per 
Doctor 

Population Per 
Hospital Bed 



1950 



11,548,172** 
(1951 ceniua) 



36.9 , 
(1950-54)' 
15-17 , 
(1950-54)' 

113.3 , 
(1950-54)' 



1960 



17.484,508** 
(^.964 ceneusj 
2.2Z 



LATEST AVAILABLE FIGURES 



1,138,914 sq.kns. 
22,900,000 (1972) 



2. 



(1958-61) 

41-44 

(1960-65) 

13.0^* 



1. 



1. 



99.8 



1. 



3.4Z (1970)-* 

45 per 1,000 (1970)' 

11 per 1,000 (1970)- 



76 per 1,000 (1970)' 



47. 8Z 



4. 



4,916,000 (1970) 



47% (1970)^* 
59.6% (1970)* 
USI340 (1970) 



2. 



6. 



1.7% (1960-70) 



6. 



2,220 (1967) 
420 (1967)^* 



7. 



1. United Nations Dowgraphic Yearbodc 

2. Iferld Population Data Sheet, Population Referenee Bureau, Inc., 1972. 

3. ' Datoa Baaicoe de Poblaeion en iUMrica Utina 1970 1 Department of Social 

Affairs of the OAS. 

4. BoletCn Deaogrifico, CELADE. Santiago de Chile. 

5. United Nations Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, Nove^er 1971. 

6. \tetU Bank Atlas, 1972, IBRD. 

7. United Nations SUtistieal Yearbook. 



• This report is not an official publication but has been prepared for 
informational and consultative purposes. 
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GEMERAL BAOCCHOU ND 



ColcMBhia has one of the hi^est population growth rates in Latin A»erica« 
At the present rate of 3.4Z per annum the population will <knible itself 
in 21 years. It is likely that the vital registration systes is 
inadequate, in particular as at least 40Z o£ all births do not take 
place in hospital and as a result of poor consnmications. 

In recent years, the econoqr has been groiring quite r^idly^ generally 
around 6Z p.a*, and 7.1Z in 1972. Boniever, as the Foreign Minister, 
Sr. Alfonso Lopes Micb^lsen states, only dbout 5Z of the population 
actually benefits froei this new prosperity. According to the National 
Statistical Office, 40Z of the enployed population earn less than $21 
per nonth, and 90Z earn less than $85. Severe inflation is a further 
burden. Uneiploynent is a particularly widespread problem. The 
International Labour Organisation - ILO - estimates that five million 
Golonbians are unemployed at the present time , and that if current 
trends continv^, there ifill probably be four millimi people, or one 
third of the economically active populaticmt imemployed by 1985. 
Official figures shov diat uneaployment is currently running at 16Z 
in li^ta, and these figures do not show the considerable degr^ of 
underemployment that exists. 



The rural**urban drift over tte past feir decades has compounded the 
many social problems which the c^mtry faces. There has been 
considerable migration to the cities stimulated by the failure of the 
rural econony to provide enpliqrment for the griming rural population. 
For axanple, the population oft^ ei^ital city, Bo^ta, has groim 
from jusc over one million in 1960 to about 2| millicm in 1973. 
Major cities are at present groming at a rate of 7Z p. a., while over 
half of Bogc^ta^s population lives in shanQr towns. 

The land reform has failed to make a significant impact on Coloiri»ia*s 
agrarian prdblemi, with <mly 50,000 families benefitting in the 
first 8 years of the programme out of rural population of 9 million. 
Guerrilla activity continues in the countryside, some of it linked 
to peasant, dissatisfaction with the land reform. 

Ethnic 

More than 50Z of the pcqmlation are of mixed Spanish and Indian 
des^nt, 20Z are of European origin, 14Z mulatto, 4Z black, and 
^re are irery small groiqps of Indims or of mittd Indian and black 
descent. 

Language Spanish. 
Belition 

The majority of the p^ulation are Roman Catholics Roman Catholicism 
is the state religion. 



IPPF SITUATION BEPORT COLOMBIA 



AUGUST 1973 



(3) 



Ecopociy 

Coloabia is dependent on the prodttction of coffee and Is one of the 
world's largest producers. It accounts for over 7QZ of total exports. 
At least half the labour force are employed in agriculture » the 
diief products being, besides coffee , •ugsr, rice, and cotton, all 
of nhich are eiq>ort6d. 

Although the foreign d^t is lar^, loan servicing amounts only 
to a sodest 13Z of earnings. 

Increasingly successful efforts are being aade to diversify the 
econoqr* A sajor liveatodc development progranne is under way 
vitii the assistant of an IBRD loan. Integration projects are being 
developed with other countries of tiie Andean Group and there is a 
limited anount of industrial growth together with the proaoticm of 
minor t non*agricultural eiqports. Mineral resources being exploited 
include eaeralds, gold and oil. 

Co—uni cationa/Education 

The diief f om of internal c o tt w un icati<ms is the road system i^ich is 
currently being expanded and vbicfa includes approximately 30,000 
miles of surfaced roads, there are internal and international air 
services. 

In 1972 there were 36 daily newspi^ers and 16 other newspapers and 
journals. There are 206 private and gove r n m e nt ri^o stations: 
(225 in 1966), and over 6 million radio sets. There are 3 
government or pidilicly omtrolled television channels and approximately 
a million television sets. 

Education is fr^ and compulsory betueen the ages of 7 and 14 years. 
However, provision of facilities and staff is inadequate and few 
children continue beyodd the elementary lei^l; in 1966 there were 
2.4 million elementary ^ils and raly 320,287 pupils in general 
secondary sdiools. There are 16 private and 19 ptiblic universities. 

Medical/Social Htelfare 

PtAlic heal^ services are directed by the Ministry of PiAlic Health, 
and includeprenatal nd child healdi centrea. Services ne not able to 
meet the population' a needs, especially among the poorer sectors and 
isolated rural i. (immunities. Private sector medicine is mailable for 
the middle and upper classes. 

Hie Colombian bstitute of Social Security (ICSS) organises social 
security benefits and services. 



FAMILT PLAMMIliG SITDATIOII 

Family plarali^ strvicea are provided by a private family planning 
association in both private and public health premises, by health 
centres of tiie Miniatry of Public Health, m4 by the post^partum 
pngrmmm of the Colmhlm Associationof of Medical Sdiools (ASOOf AHE) • 
The latter also carries out evaluation work. Ttere are some other 
privau efforts in tte field of fodly planning, in particular from 
religioua and philamthropic institutions. 
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Attitudes 



The govarament has for several years recognised the importance 
of faaily planning services as a public health aeasure. In Deceober 
1967 the President of Goloiiiia was one of the first heads of state 
to sign the thiited Matio;^ Declaration on Population, on Human 
Rights Day. 

In 1970 the govemnent established a National Population Council 
by decree to make recosnendations on a national population policy. 
Despite this we, there is still opposition to faadly planning 
froB some sectors, in particular among Catholic and conservative circles. 
T he opening of a vaaecto^f clinic by the private family^ planning 
association in Bogota in 1970 vaa the occasion foreztensive criticism of the 
^ aaaociatiott, both within the country andin other countries of Latin 
America. Since then, opposition to vasectovQr qipears to have subsided. 

Legislation 

Under the Code of Medical Ethics, of 1954,^lqrsicians are prohibited 
from preacribing or commit tit% any act, nhatever the purpose » which 
is likely directly or deliberately to destroy human life, such as 
abortion, eutitanaaia, or contraception. In 1966 there were 24 
hoapitaliaationa for abortion per 100 live births. 



Pamily Planning Asaociation 
Hiatory 

The Aaociacion Pro-Bieneatar de la Familia Coloid>iana - PRCffAMILIA - 
(the Family Welfare Association of Coloiiiia) was established in 1965 
as a private effort to provide altemativea to the rlqrtbm method as 
an effective metiiod of family planning. In 1966 it opened a pilot 
clinic in Bogota i4iich offered contraceptive, cancer detection, and 
infertility service. The high d^imnd for services led to tte 
Association's r^id growth and clinical and educational programmes 
were extended in B^ta and to other toims and cities* In 1968 
PMFAMILU becsms a meiiber of the IPPF. 



Address 



Asociaci^fn Pro^Bienestar de la Familia Coloi^iana, 

PROPAMILIA, 

Calle 34, Vo. 14-52, 
Bo^ta, D.E., 

CoMia. Telephones 32 5100 
Telegrams: PRDFAMILIA, BOGOTA. 
Fersomiel 



Presidrat: Dr FemaiMlo Tamayo 

Executive Direetori Dr Gonsalo Echeverry 

National Education Urector: Dr Laureano Marin Ardila. 
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Services 

The lervicM of PFOPAMIIIA have grown rapidly tince 1965. Its clinics 
offtr contracsptive and infertility advice and services , gynaecological 
care^ and cancer detection services. There vere 42 in 29 cities by 
mld-1973. 

As well as running private FP clinics Profsfldlie also provides 
services in sons pid>lic and ICSS hospitals , maternal and child health 
centres, and general healdi centre^ In 1972 the 42 clinics served 
71,473 acceptors, bringing to 273,00u the cusulative total of acceptors 
since 1965. 132,258 Pap tests vere taken. The ntmber of acceptors 
increased by 22Z over 1971. The oon^^clinical distribution of condoM 
is being carried out as part of Profasdlia^s Mdical/clinical vortc and pi 
condoM on th% mazket t ^out one-sixth the retail price. About 
2/3rds of 1972 acceptors used lUD's, the rfmainder mostly orals. 

In 1970, PHOFAMILIA set iqp a vasec Iwc in BogoU. Candidates 
must be at least 35 years of age irith a minimum number of three 
children of different sexes. 92 operations nere performed in 1970, 
and 910 in 1973. 

PROFAMILIA tates part in joint servi^ progromes, with tte ICSS 
and tte Refugio de las Colinas Fouf^ati^, Bogota. An agreement was 
signed idth the ICSS in 1969 under which PBOFAMILU was to rum family 
planning services for ICSS pacimtii. The prograams was initiated 
in the ICSS hospital, San P^dro Clav«.r, in iogota in 1969 and in the 
Rafael Urife clinic in Calx in 1970. 1^ two hospitals served 9260 
n^ acceptors in 1972, and the total since beginning operations is 
34,971. A second joint project, with the Medical and Ihirsing 
faculties of the National University, is the Refugio de las Colinas 
Centre ii^ Bogota, foun^ in 1969. It provides nutrition curses, 
a d^care mtrsery, a paediatrics progeamme rad f»ily plassing 
services and edueatiun to the f«dLlies of the shmty town in lAich 
it is situated. 

The Rural Programs tftat Profamilia operates in conjunction wiiA the 
Rational Federation of Coffee*-6rowers left the eaqierimsntel stage 
in 1972, and was ex^nded to 4 ^^Departments". Riseralda, Caldas, 
Quimdio, md Valle. This project attempts to use existing 
rural exteuion structures, to readi the peasant where he lives and 
works, to distribute non-elinicel contraceptives and to use i^re 
possible rural volunteers. 

The cncer deteetimi service provided by PROFAMILIA hes groim rspidly* 
To amet the demand ^ cytology servi^ has been decentralised 
nd ti^ regional laboretories have been set up to share tiie work with 
the central ld>oratory in Bogota. 



Education/information 

The Department of Information and Education of PROFAMILIA runs an 
intenaive clinic programmas of tallM, lectures, and film shows to 
motivate new Mcegtors and to follow 19 women uho are already within 
the prograame. ia 1972, ^^,000 persons attended over 15,000 talks' in 
the PBDFAMILIA clinics. 6116 filM wsre shown in clinics to 164»000 
persons. 
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In tht fields 3890 Ucturttt wtr« attended by 111,500 persons. 
Mobile instructors geve 3003 lectures to 142,690 persons. A total 
of 2548 flUi shoirings were held. 

Many more volunteers have been recruited by Profaailia in recent 
ysers, there being 263 voaen volunteers^ and 207 rural volunteers 
in 1972. 

70 artielea on Profaadlie*a activities appeared in the Press in 1972, 
and Profasilia diatributed aore than 570,000 leaflets, panphleta, 
charts, slides and similar atterial in that year. 

Extensive use has been made of radio advertiaing in the last four 
years. Profsfldlia uaes S3 of the 282 radio staticms in Coloabifi 
to broadcast 30 second "spots". These stationa are located in 28 
cities. The csMpaign lasts norauiUy for 7| aontha, at over 17,000 
spots sonthly* Total apots for 1972: 151,412, aonewhat dovn on 
1971. The audience vas estlaated at 15,000,000. 

Profauilia consider radio the beat nsdiun for reaching working 
daas and canpesino listeners, as alaost e-very hosie haa a radio 
and the nedium ai^ida the literacy pnblett. 

A two-wek Intemetlraal Trainii^ Course was held in 1972, with 25 
doctors attending, tm international courses for nurses and social 
workers i^re held, iritli a total of 33 participant a. 

Internally, ttere ifere 398 short osurses attended by 19,969 
persona, including social workers, students, rural proMters, trade 
unionists, parasiedieal persoimel and others. 

Reaource Deyelqpsiwt 

A coodttee of 9 volunteers wis fons^ in 1972 for the purpose of 
fimd-raising. The tai^et for 1972 vas $200,000 and in fact $224,000 
was raised. The 1973 target ia $400,000. The 1972 effort far 
exceeded that of any. other PPA in the Kgion. 

Pinanclal Assistaroe 

i^art fro« IPFP, Profasiilla received assistance in 1972 from the 

Pathfkider Pimd, P^ulation Council, ford Foundatim, Oxfaa, 

and George Washington University. CIDA assisted a Serena clinic in Cali. 

Other Institutioiis 



Governiewt 

PolloiHLng the election of a new goveranent in 1970, 
the foTMtion of a National Population Council was decreed, with repre- 
senutives frott five Mlnia tries, fros the Kational Departsisnt of 
Planni^, the Rational itatiatics Departarat, tiie- EpisMpaor of the 
Catholic Oiurch, the GolMbian Association of Medical Schoola, and 
the deaographic iutitutes. The Coimil is to review ell relevant 
infonation on population matters, to promote studiee.:or analj^es as 
appropriate, ad te edM>M the Oovenmsnt H the ''formation of a 
national population policy. The Council^s recommsndation waa sent 



EHiC I 
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to Congress with the Preeident^e approvel. In November 19IO9 
the executive brench of the Goveranent, by Executive Act 9 accepted 
a new National Plan for Social and Ea>noadc Developaent that includea 
a section on population policy. 



Family planning services are now provided in about 400 health 
centres of the Ministry of Public Health. According to an estimate 
by PBOFAMILIA9 this prograaee served about 50,000 acceptors in 1970. 

Asociaci<m Coloabiana de Faeultades de Medicina-ASOOFAME: The 
ColoaA>iaA Association of Medical Schools. 

In 1964 ASCOFAME set up its Populaticm Studies Division, to formulate 
and coordinate studies and programmes on population and family planning. 
It carrlo3 out fa^aily planning training for health personnel « in - 
cooperation t^ith FKOFAHILIA. In early 1973 the Population Studies 
Division was dissolved. 

ASCOFAME cooperates with the gove r nme nt. The Ministry of Public Health 
is one of its sponsors, along witii the Ministry of Education, the 
Military Hospiul, die National Institute of Nutrition, and the 
Universities. 

ASCOFAME also carries out research and evaluation activities in 
fodly planning and related fields. 

Addres s_:_ 

Asociacidn Colosbitta Faeultades de i^dicina, 
Divisi^ de Estudios de Poblacion, 
Calle 45A, Bo. 9-77, 7o Piso, 
Bc^ta, S.E., Coleri»ia« 

Personnel Chief of the* Population Division: 

Dr Guillemo Lc^r-Esc<rf»ar. 

Federacijin Panamericana de Asociacioi^s de Faeultades d e Me d i cine : 
Praraneriean Federatim of Aesociaeiona of Medical Schools.' 

The aims of the Foteratira*s former P<^lati<m Divisi^, now called 
the Programmss in . Teaching of Demography and Teaming of Population, 
include the eatshlistaient mad/or improi^ment of the teaching of 
doBogri^hy and of comprehensive maternal and child health care in 
affiliated medical sdioolst and also to stimulate research proJecU 
in populatira d^^amics, reproduetiiw biol^, and fadly planning, 
in their illation to health, wi^n affiliatea. 

At the present time 89 of the 170 medical a^ools in Latin America 
teach dMogra^y and tiie principle has been accepted by e representetivss 
of all the schools. The Federation offers finncial and technical 
assistance to tiieee aehools wishing te revise ^ir curricula, and 
rune a oompretensive progranse of training Md information 
seminara and liorkshops, attitude surveys in the medical sdhoola, the 
prmparation of mamials aad &im devel^ment of curricula. It also 
runs a doctaMoUtion eentn, an Mdio*-viaual wit, and a ^licatiMS 
department which produeee a bulletin as well as working papers 
and conference pre^odi^. 
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Addregs: 

Federaeion Paimaerlcaiia de Atociaciones de Facultad€8 de Itediclna, 
Carrera 7, No. 29*34, plso 6, Bogota, D.E., Coloiri>ia. 

Pcraoimel : 

Chiaf of the Progtannea in Teaching of Demography and Teaching 
of Population: Dr Jorge Villareal. 

ALACOK! Latin American Aaaociation of Demographic Connunicatora. 

Executive Director: Sr Javier Ayala, 

Iddreaa; Carrera 8, No. 38/53, Of.llo3., 

Bogota D.E.. Colombia. 



ACEP: Aaociacion (^lonbiana para el Estudio Cientifico 
de la Pdblacidn. 

Hainly concerned vith training in Family Life .Education. Founded 
in 19699 hy the end of 1972 18 courses had been attended by 632 
persona, mostly "community level influentials** such as teachers, social 
wrfcers mid so forth. 

President: Dr Ricardo Rueda Gonsales, 

Address: Calls 62, No. 7-16, Of. 1^1, 

Bo^ta, D.E., Colosbia. 

Tel: 35 65 98. 

Other Source 

- Annual Report for 1972. published by the Associaci<m Pro-Bienesttr 
de la FMilia GolMbiana. 

- Informs adbre 'El T^qptrio de las Colinas' y su guarderia infancil: 
Asociacidn Pro-Bienestar de la Familia Coloriiiana, Bogota, Colosbiat 
Hatch 1971. 

- Activities Report* Panamerican Federation of Associati<ms of Medical 
Sdiools, Population Division, Jtn^ 1, 1969-June 30, 1971. 

- Fourth Report on the World Health Situation, 1965^1968. Official 
Recorda of the HBO, No. 193, tmo June 1971. 

* UNESCO Statistical Yearbook, 1971. 

- ^EcoQOidc and Social Developaisnt Plan*' 1970-73, CR.4, 'Population 
Policy'', Colombian Office of National Planning, Dec. 1970. 

- "Educaci^n para la vide Familiar'* ACPECP, Vol. 2. BogoU 1973. 

* "PAlaeion' . .P.R.B. Bogota* Vol. ZV, No. 2, 1973. 
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STATISTICS 


1950 


1960 


LATEST AVAILABLE FIR»IRES 




Area 






9,251 SO.K!nS. 




Total Population 




570,000 


639,000 (1971)^' 




Population Growth 
Rate 




i 
\ 

1 


}.0% (1963-71) 




Birth Pat-J 






1 i 

21.3 per i,non (r* /'..») 




Death Rate 




1 

I 


f.8 per 1,000 (1970)^* 




Infant Mortality 
Rate 


- 


- 

* 


25.7 p*»r 1,000 (1970)^- 




<toraen In Fertile 
Ane Trouo (15-44 yrs) 






172.800 (1970)^- 




Population Under 
15 yrs. 






32.W (1970)^- 


t 
1 


Urban Pojxjlatlon 






39« (1970)^* 


1 
t 

i 


SHP Per Capita 






US$950 (1970)^- 


! 


G"P Per Capita 
Growth i^ate 






5.3i; (1960-7^)^- 


f 


Pooulatlon Per 
Hoctor 






1,236 (1970)^- 




Population Per • 
Hospital Bed 




■ — 


180 (1970)^- 





1. Inf oration supplied by Central OepartP^nt of *;tat1st1cs, Cyprus. 

2. UN Demographic Yearbook 1971. 

3. Uorld Bank Atlas 1972. 



* This report is not an official publication but his been prepared for 
inforiRatloflal and consul tat ivt puroosts. 
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GENERAL BACKGROUND 

Thd Republic o£ Cyprus gained independence in 1959. Ite capital ie Nicosia with a 
population of 114^000 . Cyprue, tlie thtfd largeet island in the Mediterranean, 
has a varied topography and abundmt rainfall in the epring and winter aeaeone. Ae 
a result i the idand ie very fertile, and a large variety o£ crope can be grown for 
export as weU as for dr^mestic consumption. Tourism has been growing in recent 
years and government is encouraging the expaitfion o£ hotel md otiier tourist 
facilities tiunough the provision of long-term credits. 

Ethnic Groups 

About 80% o£ tiie population are Gredcs and 18% Turks. 
Language 

Greek and Turkish 
Religion 

4 

The Gredc community a^re» to the Gi^edc Orthodox Ctiurch and most o£ the Tuxke 
axe Ibulim. 

jrconomy 

The i^riciiltttral sector of the eocmomy » the most important earner ci forei^ 
exdiMge and employs morre people than any of the other sectors. The main exports are 
sprit^ potatoes . tobacco, vegetables and citrus fruit and during the last decade 
there has been an increase in the pEoduction and export dt gr^ products. 

IndMtry ie ti^ second largeet sector m r^^rds en^c^ment, but meet of the 
enterprises are of very small scale pro&icir^ mainly for the home market. A few 
enterpraee have jittt etarted esqportii^ their prodi^te ^ther to countriee of the 
Middle East or even to EurofNe. The most important indus^tes are minify, small 
scale coi^per minii^ and iMbestos, construction, wine producto, food-pxocessing 
and textiles. 

The present devel^ment pUm ^ndsages a 7 per cent per amuim increase a£ iAm 
national product mid much effort ie devoted to amelioratii^ conditions in rural 
areas while at the same time uicreasu^ ^^ricidturd! e^^ortr 

CommuniGations/Education 

Radk>! 272 receivers per 1 000 inhabitante (1971) 

Television 91 receivers per 1 ,000 inhabitante (1971). 
Cinema Average nim^er of vteite per person^ 9.S. 

There are 8 da3y newspi^ers with a tot il circulation of 133 per 1 ^000 inhabitants. 

Beth primary and secondenry eAication are weU devdoped* AH ddldren receive 
primary eAieation ai^ more thm 80 per cmt of tiiem eecondtfy elation. There 
is no university in Cyprus but tiisre are teacher trainii^ f Kiliiies as wdl as 
foTMtry md technied trainteg ec^^es and institotM« 
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Medical/Social Wdfaw 

The haali.'h Mrvices are vteU developed and much emphaeis hae been laid on MCH 
ettvicee witii the xeeiilt tiiat infant and maternal mortality ie quite low compared 
with die neis^ibouring countries. A comprehensive social kisurance scheme covers 
every working person and their dependents . 

FAMILY PLAMMDiG SfTOATION 

There is no o££icial policy on family plannii^ in Cyprus but contraceptives are 
available on the local maricet. A family plannii^ association was founded in 
December 1971 vMch win focus mainly on educational ejects of family planning, 
especially sex education* 

His Beatitude. Archbishop Makarios received the IPPF Middle East and North ^ 
Africa Regfenal Council in a private audience at ^e time of the 1973 Regional 
Council hAd in Nicosia. 

rAMILY^AlBiniG AMOCIATPN 

Over the last few ^ars a ^?owing mmA^ ^ doctors nurses » midwives mid social 
upoxkers became aware of Om need for fmrmal family plamiing and sex^educatkm 
iNstivities in Cyprus. In May 1971 a grot^ of in^rested persons arrmiged the first 
major publks meetii^ on family plmmit^ to be held in Cyprus which was well attend 
and rec^ved favouriMe reaction in tiie prera and on tetevision. The success of this 
meeting emU ^ sidieequmt r^onM to it f maHy persu^led tlie 
time was £or the creation o£ a Famfly flanm^ Aaeociatioii ci Cypma. The 
£om£^ meetu^ c£ tiw Fatnify Flannii^ Asaoeiatzon c£ Cyprus todc place In December 
19:^ and tiie foilowxng Q££ice» were dectedi 

Pxe^dmt Dr D M Tallacbzos 

Vice-Pieeyent hfxa U Th Ifiddleton 
Honorary Secretary Mr Chr Vakis 
Member o£ 

Executive Dr M Attalidet 

Cmnmlttee Dr T M K^ageordiiov 

Tlw addreee o£ tiie Association is 

Family flmmit^ Association o£ Cyprus 
Boumboulina Slareet No 25 ' 
FO Box 39^ 

Nicosia, Cyprus T«l. 42093. 

After establishing itself administrativ^y the Association opened the first pilot 
family plann&ig clinic in Nicosia in May 1972 and embaxlced on information and 
education work. Ei^mision to other p^ts of the island will tdte place later, and 
a branch in Limassol is planned for 1974. 

The Association becane a mewiber of IPPF In 1973. 
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A number o£ the member* of the Association have already been trained in family 
plamiing and sex education with IPPF sponsorship. The Association has good 
relations with che Ministry of Healtii and other social organisations. The 
association was able to generate substantial pid>licity in the press radio and TV 
on the occasion of family plannii^ wedc 1973. and also in oi^unction witit the 
Regional Council of IPPF, BCENA Region in May 1973. Several posters and leaflets 
have been produced by the Association, including the translation into Gtotk of 
some IPPF pamphlets. 

AID 

An IPPF grant of $25,000 was allocated in 1973 to help the Association's activities. 



Souroes t 

biformtion received from tiie Department of Statistics 
EUROPA : The Middle East and North Africa, 1972-73 
Clarke and Fisher Populations of the Huddle East and Nortii Africa 
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'L-rr,i' 



.(K<al planned Parenthood Federation. 18/20 Lower Regent Street, London S W 1 



01 839-2911 6 



Area 

Total FoENilation 
Gzcwtii Rate 
l^l.Ttli .Rate 
nv*h.Rate 

NoctaUty 



Msnen in Fcfclle Age 
Geou|9 (15-44 yrs) 
FopuIatiGn mdor 15 

Uxben Fopulatlm 
(census definition) 

GXP Par Capita 

Gra? Per Cefdta 
GKowtii Rate 

FGPlonON Por 
PSryslcian 

FOPULmCN Per 
Ho^tal Bed 



IdSO 



15O/X30 



1960 



liVIEST AVAILAEUB FEGUBES 



16,CXX) sg. knB. 
280,000 831/)0O (1971)^ 

**9.8 (1963-71)^ 
43.3 (1965-70)^ 
7.4 (1965-70)^ 
n.a. 

136,183 (1970)^ 
39.6 (1970)^ 

22.1. (3965)^ 
US$ 3,760 (1970)' 

- 3.5% (1960-70) 

1,116 (1971)^ 

207 (1971) ^ 



** Due to heavy imigeeiticn^ fStaa natucal rate of increase is ebout 3.5%. 



1. tH Denogrephic YeazboGk 1971. 

2. 1970 Census Mdte 

3. HDrld Bank Atlas 1972. 

4. IN Statistical Yeeabcok 1972. 



!lhis report is not an official pdslicaticn but has bsaa prepared for 
infonnational and oonsultative purposes. 
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1. r^iR^.^L BTfjyT^r^ 

Ktr^alt 1*5 a FHalk-Kkm Nit t'^are Is a !!atiOMl *'^«;rr*^ly to ^"^^ri*^ th^ ">ul^. 
05k3 'jriatsr nart of the country d^art or 3ct.i1 ci^scrt ^4 can only inxyyaot 
UrtLt&t nofrrxUc ^Icultura anfi a srall fishlnrt in'H^Macy, 2n y^aar?? jr o 
:4r^JLt via*^ a bara d-ssert aomtry 'dth ^^-f anenitlM ai>l a ner q^^lta 
e-istl^tsd at $3S20. '^Offo^ It can V> oomted t^a r^.cr^^rt oountrv in tv. 
»*wrld a«i iT^aTirert ^ r^ajr oardta InccnD. T^ds i<j to the va«^ miantltlr**? o? 
hicfA craxi oil fomJ in Kuwait ifcrilf and In ^^ti tarrttorlal ^*»fit^. '*5ll 
CNox half. tiiQ TP anrl jv^arly l't>% of the gcy /jiitiJi t ^u3^ is ^^xsrtv^. ^dr^^ctl^^ 
fror oiX, ?mi n?jtf> of tha rrrrJi^aro: iJ3 indiractly ^fertvry^. 1!ram oil ocn 
stmctlcn; tr?«\Txrt ate* 

'Stpof ii nKOvm oil r^cn^^in ^k* mjr;ta?itial; the Towrssnrwit ±^ trytn^ to lossnn 
tivi'alTo^ total r^licsno^ on t'lis orv^ ^ytoSxtr aix^. to ina^^a^e ^r^lajrmt 
:.'osf5iMlittQs, T^xo'Jd^ t3^'=5 d:^Tal5j>ation o^ ?$3a '•^3r, Lfcrlt'id a'^ridiltute 
ia >-oJjia CPJTiod out hut nnot food^if ar^ ;?till li^rortecl. "^le f i« v^rios 
are e??rv9iy3in7 arvi th^ro l9 a ^vr-^lv off ^^hri'T^ frtr* ^nlf ^*^ich 
^T oggi In n local n!roc5f^<5*5inc- nlant ar^l tscnorte^. 

?j:rf>ic i55 the official lv^#^ua<^, ^ut angli*?h and '^'r^ian aro iJic^.olv OTdcan. 
"Tol igion 

Islssn ,1s i^i^ of fici^d j^U^lon* 
'^^^afUca l m)d Social "^^Ifarq 

Tie inocrns aocandir' oil haev^^ enaf^lad l^ iait to vr one of ti^ nwst 
claJxirate t^lfaa^ states In 'JorL?- ^uoatlan is free at all ste»f^.. a3 ar^ 
haalth ^lervic^ and oth^ social 3?^cvli^. ^11 t^mm of social 'rs^fits are 
pcwiJod* Pi^rsonnel fior tfr» ^f *lng o^ this svsrten at th^ nra*i^t dav is 
largely infi£3a w> of '^natriatos, o^Iivt to tfis '^Tortafrr* of 'fualifioa I^aiti 
nanpOKir* 

ncyrantcaticig and !\tiicatlon 

3h 1971; t^ora ^nsr® 5 laily nrtJLonal n0^«inani;srn, ^dth r\ droulrttian 43 ner 
1000 ln^iabitant3t ^wsr^y-^ n«ar car»tta dnsara att^f^3eno3 '^wm 5^ an3 t^.3m ire 
132 raUos r-Tj 144 taleviQlon ^sgr i'TO Tcr^olation* Corrwiications 
'dthin tSi3 se^aU ^pacwra^^c ar^ oow^rad .h^^ :^^t ar^s s)«^llait, and thsro 
ar- qooSL toed arA sir oorm'^ction^ to t?^ noi^^TOorlnr st^tos. 

School i^irolr^^ ri^o« ^ hirh tl^ orban^ 1-*^1, tis^r^s alnc^ all 
children atfeend and ^30cn±a:v st^iool ^snrotasnt ratios (^O t^er oait 

aSjistaJ in 19^7) are c-ricnft th.^ hif*sst In t^se "^on. '^v*r^ is a national 
miversit^f ratsring al*io to statots €rm tha i5el«hixiarln^ ocrotri^y?. ^ 
Acuity of 'l3cUclno 1^ Ai^ to ^^sm In sens vears tire. 

Theace 1*5 no focml roUxs^ tamsds far ily -^lannlnj in ai .'^^It and tha rcrulatlon 
gro^ throurfi t^qration is at an e)rtarer»3ly hi:#i lavel* Kirti liinlriratlfln 
xatds into Ito^t ara imlnlv to ^ eMoeUmt swdLcwtnnt orrcirtainitias 



TP^ SFTHPI'^' rihTrrr irr mn^' B73 (3) 



ar^ <te not ^-^.c^t ^ rnit ' 1th c^oowrlc ^^rblar . mit tl-^sfde 

Tiudi fort he5 '>->ani to t^'Tarby cScnorrrWilc *?tnti«5ticr5 3ri5 thosa 

can na' oonsl ^rac* asi rellX^Ii. 

'5iiera i3 no f erdly nlnnaijVT n'^'^^oci^on in 'ni.t. Tnflivi Jiirl cto c to re 'dv-. 

IirYX>:\ Icma P^-^st and I'orth "Xfrioa (1^72-73) . 

?irKl risdiar : T?tnul2rtd.Gn of: ^'i'm^ '"act ^ 'orth \::t:.c?i. 
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STATISTICS 


1950 


1960 


LATEST 1VMLARLE FIRUBES 


Area 






10,490 so. ferns J* . 


Total Population 


1,620,000 


2,no.ono 


2,873,000 (1971)^- 


Ponulatlon Groxith 
Rate 






2.9? (1963-71 


Girth Rate 






40.0 per 1,000 (1964) - 


Death Rate 






10.5 per 1,000 (1964) 


Infant Mortal Ity 
Rate 






n.a. 


Hcnen In Fertile 
Age Group (15-44 yrs) 


■ 




n.a. 


Population Under 
15 






44.8 (1970)^- 


Urban Population 






about 40« (1970)^* 


CHP P»r Capita 






US$590 (1970)*- 


SNP Per Capita 
Growth Rate 






0.5« (1960-70)** 


Population Per 
Doctor 






1,475 (1969)^- 


Population Per 
Hospital Bed 






228 (1969)^* 



1. UN DefNographlc Yearbook 1971. 

2. UNESOB estlnates. 

3. Local estimate. 

4. '^orld Bank Atlas 1972. 

5. m SUtlstlcal Yearbook 1972. 



• This rtport If not an official oubllcatlon but has been prepared for 
Infermtlonal «nd consultative purposes. 
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GENERAL BACKGROUND 
Gttital hfegiMition 

Tha Lfbmon i» a Republic %vludi gaimd its bi A apmiAne m from France in 1942. Since 
tlien tim cMntry hae e^q y eri e no ed a remarfcaUe economic es^eneion baeed on ite 
advmtageoue poeition ae a gateway to ttim Middle Eaet. 

The country ie very email, coveripg about lO^OOO r vave kilometree and ie denedy 
populafred with 268 Midhitante per equart kibmetKe, moot o£ whtdi are concentrated 
on only a tiiird o£ the territory oonq^cieiQg tiie narrow ooaetal etr^, the wee te rn 
dopee dE Hie moontabie end the Caqaa valley. 

Ethnic pouj^ 

Ldiamn hae long been a c»m-«oade £or many di££«ent etieiic groope, and it ie 
di££iciilt to give an etfeiie dMcr^tion c£ the popidation. Ite etratigic portion hae 
led to its hMMdbn at varioue th»M by ^gyptine, Belq^oni«», Am^dmBf the Arabe 
and the Crueadere, all o£ whom have IdEttiie&aifinMGii on tiiepopidatto In 
addit io n , fh^ LehanMe mountains have idwaye been mjsti^ for p er eecufe e d ethnic and 
religioue minwitiee* 



Ardbfeie^ official lapi^uige and ieepoken by nea^ Tod«y French and Eq^kh 
axe visy wy^^pdeen. Varirae minority groi^ mich ae Armeniam and ICiirde 
retain their language* 

Religion 

The Lrf^aeonie a country of e9etrmMrel^oue^iverei#^, reflecthig Ae f act th^^ tiie 
Lebaneee mountoie w^ a traditional r^i^ f(»r re^iOM ra About half 

^ population k Chdetian, iiie meet inyorta nt sect hdag ^ BCaromte, fcdlowed by 
tiie Gxeek Orthodox and the^redtCathoiie. The Xtaelim population re^Mente both 
Somi and 9iiiaeecte in addition to tiieGruae. hi aill^ 17 eecte arc cfficia|r recognieed, 
each witt Hieir oim pweonal etatue code. 

b ^ite cf the laxge dagree of urtanieation ^ Lebanon ie etill a country %vhere 
agricdture plap an impntant wtAm^ The county eomiiete of two h^, parallel momtau: 
ra^ee eepairatri by a vwy ^rt&e ^ain, the %taa« &i c^eguence thne ie a 
variation c£ climate ^MA to g e t hwf witii an Baxq^ water rap^ aiOowe a wide range 
crope to be grown. The mj^ii^ & on the more valuable ^fpee ci fndte and vi^ti^be, 
both for dtmieetie ccneun^tira and esq^ort, eti^le foo& bebg imported. 

The tteban ec o nomy ie very mudi iNMd on oommwce , f hiance and aervicee . Economic 
etabHity smd VbmA polic^e in reject of faueioe and trade have made the Lebawm 
into one of the mMt in^^orta nt CMum^^eial centaEee on the Madileii anian. Many f oi^e^i 
bueineeefirme, tlie Unfeed NMione and other international organ^tione main^ 
their r^ional head%uartene hi Bekut. 
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Tim plMMnt dimate, txctltant oomnumicatioM and good hottl fadHHaa hava made 
'tiw IjtbMKNi sn-ixttgor^iiilt tourist oMifen • 

Thna ha* bean a rapid indiietrial a vny imaU baM. Tha value 

o£ inq^orta onstmi^m liiat of mqfoxtB by 300 par cent, tha bidaoca b^ig mada i;^ 
by iavidUa aam&ita £mm Urn aarvic^ Mctor and ttia xamittaMaa of Labtfkaaa Isviiig 

Coinmynfcation/Bducaticm 

Intamal and axtarnal communkationa in tha Labancm aM axoallant. Thara waza 211 
radio racaivara and 144 TV aati par 1000 population in 1970 and no laaa than 52 
navrapapnra pnUiahad da%. 

Primary aducation ia now abnoat iaiiv«»al m Labanon, and about a quartar oi tiia 
popoiation con tia ua in iaoondagy ndioola^ Saoondary and tartiacy adaeatira ia to a 
lai^fo axtant baaad on privsata n^sitntionOy labidi alao catar for atudanta from abzoad. 
!^i»a ara 4 umvaraitiaa hi Basntt, Ilia Frandi and AnMrioan nnivaraitiaa hava madtcal 
adboota. 

aaa^cal wd aocid aff «ra 

Alliioi^ ti» pi^lic baaltii aarvicM oovar ntoat of tlia omaitry, tiiara ia haavy 
r^anca on Urn private aac^ for tiie 9mieyii^9r of both plq^idana md ho^tal 
facflitiaa. b tha pariod 1970-72 tha Lahanon introctocad a oomp r al ie n aivi aodal 
aacurl ty achama for paid amployaaa covar^ madkal wx^mm^ tarmmation banafita 
niatarfiity banafita • 

WAMmt FLAWMG SBTOATION 

Family Kannfa^ advice and earvieae cast be obteaiad from, ttia dinka of the Lebanon 
Famfly Flaming AB8oda^n,£nmt a eon^lex ei clfoiea attached to the American 
Uidvareity o£ Beimt ai^ £xom private ^aeti<i»nass . Althot^ ^ import c£ 
eontraeaptives im Slegal ond contra^tivea are available witiiout preaer^tioii (as 
pei^ ragidators) ae are oondome {am a ptofihylactic agi»iat venereal dtteaee) . 

Govermnant attifaide 

The (^ictal attitude tovrarda famfly Owning in tiw Lebanon is quite favourable in 
apite o£ asdstn^ «hiersa l^klatiin. Tha Associadon has die st^ort o£ tits 
Wxamtdma o£ Sealth, Labour, and Social Affasr and Fbmdng. A Presidential Decree 
(1971) has proclaimed ^ Association a public utility which i^vidas official airport 
and tax Msmptlon* 

The Minbter ei HealtlMiff idally inaugurated the IFFF Conference, bidoce Abor^n - 
a RaK»tfd to FuUic Bealtli in 1971, and Urn Ministry of Fosai^ Affairs and the 
Govamment have ratif kd an official i^remnent govaming the tax and cwtoms exempt 
status of ifhm IFFF Ra^onal Off ^ . Middle las t and North Africa Region , which is 
located in Beirut. 

Tha X4ri>aiMNi WwdSy Flanrfng Association has bean invited to use tlie FnUk Raal^ 
Cantras m TmnSy Flami^ Clinic, and has bean tevitad to ait on tlie National 
FttfoUtioii CoRunitisa pr^ss^ fmr WMdd Fepulation Year. 
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Legislation 

At present the follOMing paragraphs of the Lebanese Penal Code make all planned 
parenthood activities illegal and subject to punishment. The code is modelled on the 
French Penal Code. 

"Anyone attempting.... to ;rescribe or advocate contraceptive means or offering to 
make propaganda for pregnancy prevention shall be punished by prison from 6 to 12 
months and find 100 Lebanese Pounds. ...The same punishment shall be applied to 
any person who sells or displays to sell or stocks any material prepared to prevent 
a pregnancy or offers to make their use easy by any means." 

At present these laws are not enforced, and the Association is represented on a 
CoMNittee convened to re-draft the articles relevant to family planning. The 
Association has been instrumental in preparing public opinion for a channe in the 
Legislation. 

FAMILY PUHNIN6 ASSOCIATION 

Private individuals have long been interested in the issue of family planning and 
in spite of legal restrictions many doctors have given family planning advice. 
However, this interest was not formalised or co-ordinated until August 1969 
when the Lebanon Family Planning Association was formed following a visit to 
Lebanon by Or A. Braes trup and Mrs. J. Rettie of the Europe and Near East Region 
of the IPPF. The vistt had been occasioned by the holding of a Children's Week 
in Lebanon in February 1969, the theme of which had been Responsible Parentnooa. 
Subsequently the Association was registered as a charitable association and the 
IPPF gave a grant to set up its headquarters and draw up a plan of action. 

The main long term aim of the Association is to secure the integration of 
family planning services Into the basic health network of the country, and this idea 
Is gradually gaining acceptance. The major short tenn abjective is to obtain a 
change in the present restrictive laws concerning faarlly planning while at the same 
time educating the public at all levels. Sex education features prominently on the 
long term work programme of the Association. The Lebtnon Family Planning 
Association has been Invaluable in assisting in the Establishment of the Middle 
East and North Africa Regional Office of the IPPF. 

The Association became a menber of the IPPF in 1971. 

Address 

Lebanon Family Planning Association, 
Comich el Mazraa, 
P.O.Box 8240 
Beirut, 



LEBANON 



Tel: 311 978 



Board 

Honorary President: 



Mrs, Z. Salman 



President, Lebanese Child 
Welfare Society 



President: 



Dr. E. Abouchdid 



Associate Professor American 
Univnrsityt Beirut 



Secretary General: 



Mr. T. Osseiran 



Director of Social Welfare 
Service in South Lebanon 
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Stvict 

Tlw LdMiion Family nmmng Atsocaatini runt tim tdOcmk^ dinict whtra orals and 
IUD*t aM avaflablt; 

Madkal Cantn o£ Bairut 
Bouxj Hammond, Baixut 
Tariqaljdidah, Balrut 
Axixj al Banondi, Balntt 
Hadadine, TripoU 

Mina. Tripoli 
MCR Cmtra, Trip^ 
Sidon Cantra, Saida 
Baalbdc Contra. Baalbak 

1.115 naw acooptors and 2.609 continuiag acoaptors attended tiia dinica during 1972, hovpavar 
5 clinica wara oponad during that year, aavaral functioning £or only one or t%»o months oftthe 
year, and the 1973 figures should probably show a doubling <£ the number oi clients. Four of 
tiiase clinics are housed in Government Social Centres, placed at the dispMal of the Association. 

Informftion and EAicatibn 

The Association has succeeded in one of its main aims by attracting substMitial attention in the 
press. TV and radio, to its activitiea. «^ IPPF and Family Planning in general. 

A aeries of ons-d^ seminars, each aimed at spedfie target groupa, have been arraif^ . 
indudaig apacial seminars medical punonnel, paramedical personnel, newspaper editors. 
youA leaders, personnel in tiw sodjl services, labour leaders etc. As a reault the Association 
ii now ti^M to count on tlie good-will of most sectmcs of Lebanese life. 

A Family Planning Wedc is plannsd for November 1973 to further stimtdato interest in 
family fanning and aex-e^ation. 

The Association ia actively worMng on plans for the introduction of sex education into school 
currkula. 

Training ^ 

Aasodation personnsl , physicians , social wozkers and paramedical personnel have been 
toained under the Regional Training Scheme in Beirut. Alexandria, Tunis, London and 
I4iild}ana with tiie support of IPPF. The Association trains its own peraonnel with short term 
courses and inrservice traming. and has indicated it* willii^ness to train personnel from other 
bodies. Muding Urn Government Health Servicea. 

The IPPF givM an annual gemt to tiie American University of Beirut to enable their facilities 
and family planning clinics to be used for training and resaarch. 

Reseapcfa and avaluatipn 



Witfi support from tha UNFPA the Lebanon Family Plannii« Aasociation has conducted a 
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nation-wldt KAP uvaomy, to bt pubUflMd iiil974. which it wiU um to guidt if actxvitiM 
in all q^hexta. ItetMrdi on modncn contrae^tivM, cbeop-outt ahortion mkI vwdout sheets 

art In prooMs at Hit Amtrictn Uaivvrtifey in cooptratiMi witii tiit 
AttocUtion «id IPFF • 

MP 

IPPF hat g£vtn tha Labwon Family FUnning Attodat^on a grant o£ $24,000 in 1971, 
^M^OOO In 1972 and $48,000 In 1973. 

Othar Acrnidat 

UNFPA - hat given ihrn AttociatiDn a grant oB $45,000 to cover tht a>ttt o£ tim abovt 
mantiontd ttirvty, training oourtat, ttudy tourt and tiia purchata of contracaptivtt* 

Ford Foundation - hat ^ontortd tti^ tourt £or attodation partoi.:ial to attand tiit 
Eg^tian Family Flannii^ AtMciationt Family FLann&ig Waak in 1969 and 1971. 

Variout othar agtndat hava £rom tima to tima ttq^litd iltm attoci^on with attittanca. 
Sourcat : 

EUROFA : The Middla Eatt and Nortfi Africa, 1972-73 

CUudca and Fitdmr : Fttpiilationt o£ tht Middla Eatt and Ndrtii Africa 

Raportt from tht Ltbanon Famfly Flannli^ Attodation 

UNESOB Confaranca documantt 

lotwnonFPA Annual Reoorfet to IFFF 1971 197:?. 
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STATISTICS 


1950 


I960 


LATEST AVAILABLE FIGURES 




— , 


\ 


1,759,540 sq.kms.^* 


Total PDDulatlon 


1.030.000 


1.350.000 


2,010,000 (1971)^' 


PoDulatlon Growth 
Rate 






• 

3.7% (1963-71)'* 


Birth Rate 






45.9 per 1,000 (1965-70)'' 


Death Rate 






15.8 per 1,000 (1965-70)^* 


Infant Mortality 
Rate 




• 


n.a. 


\kmn In Fertile 
Age Group (15-44vrs) 






305,744 (1964)^' 


Population Under 15 






43.4« (1970)^* 


Urban Population 






24.6« (1967)^* 


GNP Per Capita 






US$1,770 (1970)^* 


GNP Per Capita 
Growth Rate 






20.4« (1960-70)^* 


Population Per 
Doctor 






2,654 (1970)** 


Population Per 
Hospital Bed 






256 (1970)** 



1. UN Demographic Yearbook 1971. 

2. UNESOB estimate. 

3. World Bank Atlas. 

4. UN Statistical Yearbook 1972. 



* This report Is not an official publication but has been prepared for Informational 
and consultative purposes. 
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1. CBBWI. BKCKGKXMD 

LUya becane a zqxblic in 1969 after the sid^tioi of the monardi/. 
Ohe present Prise Minister and Chalxnen of the RBvolxiticnaxy Oorarand 
Ooudl is Colonel ikianinBr al Gaddafi. 

• 

LUbya Is one a£ ttie laigeet comtzles in Africa, bat it is estimated 
that only eixut 8t of tiie total an&a can be cultivated. As a result, 
about 95% of the pcpulatlGn lliKe alcng tiie narzoif and reasonably fertile 
coastal strip, and in the major oases. Li the rest of the oointry, 
pastoral irroidian is the nozm, although many liAiafaltants of the more 
fiartlle aresB also follow this way of life. 

Ihe opital, Tripoli, had a pqpulatian of a pp ro a d mately 250,000 in 
1968 conpared to 130,000 in 1954. 

E3IHCTC GKXBS 

The pppulaticn Is of Arab or Berber origin. 

Arabic Is the official language. 
FtUGIOM 

Islam Is the state religion and most Libyans are liselecB. 
BOONOMf 

TWO decades ago Libya %«es fcy far the poorest and most maet-^emhapedi 
ooutitiy in Nocth Africa, but this situation has dunged raipldly since 
the disooweiy o£ oil in the isld-fLftlee. Ohe inoone aocn^ng fsom dl, 
che^y ppxfcicBd and easily tran^iocted to sKokets in Etaeepe, has 
facilitated the rapid esfiensicn of public health safvlcBS, educatlcn 
and aplcultural demlBpaent pxoepamBB. crude petrcdeun is ky far the 
largest ei^ioet. 

In the agricultural sector, shMp and goats are the most Inpcstant source 
of ll^^Uhood, but barley aid vslous fruits aie also prcduoed In 
slgfilficant quntlties. ihe abaenoe of rivsa and lapradlctafole 
rainfall has not baoi cGnductins to a settied patton of agriculture. 
Ihe adapticn of nodnsi apdcultural nsthoA uill need to be taeoeded by 
tiie develqnent of mdergroind water raeouroas for irrigation. It Is 
knoMn that large vndopgroind xeesrvcirB mAmt, and the oasis of Ku&a, 
in particular, is in tiie peooees of being etovelcpsd. 

ihe industrial base of Ubya Is iNsry anall, but the incaeease in incanes 
aid aenand for sifpcrt tn^etrlee for the petarolsiin industry has led to 
an eipaislon of tiie Uw ie pQi;t and oonatruction industries in partiLcular. 
IhesB are bottling and cigarette factories. 
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School enroliMnt 1966-67: prinaiy 215,841 
m 1967-68 these Msze 2,494 studontB «nxDlIed at 7 oentxes fbr hitter 
ed aca t lc n . A national (inlwusl^ with facultlM In both Bm^iazi and 
Tripoli WJ8 fomdad in 1958. Hie Gowmanant is attenpting to aradlGats 
i llitera c y thzou^ adult educatio n . Ihe edooetlonal aystom has been 
alnoBt entirely develGped r<«Br the last 30 yeare. 

RadioB. 107 seta per ILOO people (1970) 
ItelewlsioaK 10.7 sets per 1030 pecple (1970) 

ThsBS am 6 daily neNepapezs, 4 In Tripoli and 2 In Ban^uai. 

Pxactioally all the tONiis and villages of LlJbya, indocUnlr the deeett 
oaaee, are aooessible fay nbtca: vefaicie allhouc^ the going nay be xough. 
Oil is e nT OK teJ fixxo 5 ooean twrwInalB liiich ate ocro e cttd fay pipelines 
to the oil £LeldB. 

n. mmx wjimmG srsmnsm 

ihexe ace no Gcgniaed £anily planning servLoss SKaUible, and tlie 
ofELdal p^iqf is that the oonttzy is tnder-pepiaated. HoMewsr, Interest 
in the healti) aape^ o£ fanLly planning is gscMing aaong aedical and 
pannedical per s cnne l, sone oi «hcm hame been trained fay IFPF. 

Riannacies are not adJoMed to s^ ocntraosptivas withoyt sedioal 
pceecxlptions sid doctoxs aee instructed not to pnscdbe theneieoBpt 
£e3c medieal reascns. Maortlon is illegal, but punislinat nay be reduced 
if the pna^uncy is imgitiiaate. 

SOURCES 



EuccpdnYeazbook 1971 
AfzlGal971 
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ffEMiancS ' 1950 


19nO 


X^cnsyT AVAJLLfvuir< riwccwij 


Area 






212,457^' 


Total Fonulaticn 


390,000 


490,000 


fi78,OaO (1971) ^' 


Pcxxilatlm QxHfh 






3.0% (1963-71) 


mrth Rate 








Oeatli Rata 




- 


n«a« 


3ta£ant ^tartallty 
nat3 






n«a« 


2^ (jMW) (15-44 yrs) 






n«a« 


. Populatloi Ondsr 
15 yrs 






about 45%^* 


Tttban Popiulation 








GNP Per Capita 






tK$350 (1970) 


Per Capita 
Gka«th l^te 






17.1* (1950-70) 


Pcapulntlmn Par 
Doctor 






25,217 (1966)^* 


Fc|ulatlm Vse 
Hoepital Bad 






2,802 (1956)^- 



1. m D aaog r amA lc Yeazbodc 1971. 

2. IX1E90B estijnala. 

3. \«rld Bank TVblas 1972. 

4. W Statlfltical Yoedbock 1972. 




* Biis roecrt is not M <rff iclal p*U«*lcn 
inioKBHtionel «d oanMltiitlve pspoMs. 
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1. QSiBRftL BAQ<GRXMD 

# 

The Sultanate of Ctnan, previously knon as rtBcat 2nd Ctnan, is a 
^wasely pqpulated oountxy situated at tiie extzere sout^ of Hie Atabian 
Penlnsuleu Die oountzy is extvenely add, and tmaxda tte interior 
and tiie £ccntier, it beocnes a dpwert adjoining the "enpiy quarter'' 
of Saudi Arabia. Parts of the plains axe very fertile, but irregu- 
larities in rainfall and liMted irxigatiai fadlitiee pose great 
agricultural rxcoblece. The Sultais of 'Uscat used to ocntrol Zanzi- 
bar, and to derive ren^nues £rxd Hie valuable spios trade leading to the 
oevelopnent of the port of ?tatrah, still tie largest town in tiie ooixitzy. 
?4Bcat is tiie capital, vMle the Sultan also ^?ends much tine in Salalah. 

EIKHC GHCXPS 

Die pq)ulatl£n is basically Arab. HcMever, many desoendents of slaves 
fcan East Africa are citizens of Oman. 

Azdtiic is the only widely ^xicen language. 
RSLIGiai 

Die p c pu la t icn is virtually all Muslim. 
HOCMOttf 

vtien Zaizlbar aid otii^ Bast African poMesslons viere zeUngidshed puch 
of the transit trade ^appemed, and liuscat and Oman re^^ertsed to an 
alnost ee^usively agricultural society. VegBtst^ and oRmals are 
grown in tte noce £ertile parts of the oointjy, %Aiile dates aire tiie 
most inportait crcp of tiie mace marginal lands. Diere is a stAsstm- 
tlal ea^paxt of dates and -teaiUtiGnally, the eicport <^ «nels has been 
of iniioctanai. Petrolian ^coducticn started in 1967 aid in reooit yeaxa 
tiie first large scale develo|inent ps^eets have been initiated. Die 
imnaUate enphas i s is on In fras tr ueU flae (roads, rmt int^nati.cnal pc»:t 
aid airport) and social servioes (schools and hsaltii services) . Industry 
is still virtaially nonr-existait, hat effoets am being made to cxeate 
Gtaiani fLrms especially in the petrolmin svnport secti^. 

oot'imicaniONS im bducmicn 

Ghm was for long ratiier isolated faai tlie outside world, and ^eternal 
ocsraniosticns are still poor. Little or no statistioBl material is 
awdldsle. Die school system is only nodr being demlaped along modem 
lUies, and ahe^ctages of skilled manpower in all fields as» lileely to 
ronin sodous bottl^-nedcs faac a v»y long time. 

HEAtflH mti 90cm AggMRS 

Plans are being dtaMn if> for the ejcbensicn of pii>lic health and fCH 
SMTVioM, and at present, survey and Edamlng ws vnSeaamif to detsnolns 
the most Isnsdlafce needs and the most satisfactozy stestagy fior ex- 
pansion. 
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Oheie IB no govemnwit populaticn policy or ay public stand on f»ily 
plamlng. However, a survey carried out In ao-opet«ttai vdth a 
if international agencies, desi^ied partly to jBsees health sec^f 
neecb md to prcmrte a positive attitute towards rapid laproweroent or 
the health of the pcpuLatim, may lead at sane stage to a PQli<y 
fbnwticn. CcntraoeptiveB are available ooranerciaUy and at certain 
private hospitals and di^pensard^ . 

SOOHCES 

BOHCPA, OSie MLdaie East and North Africa, 1972-73. 

Clarke and Elscher! Pcpulaticns of the Midflle East and NortSi Africa. 

tNESCB Oonferenoe doconents. 
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STATISTICS j 


1950 


1969 j 
1- 


LATEST AVAILABLE FIviUKtS ! 
-j 


Area 






185,180 sq.iansJ' 


Total Population 


3,500,000 


4,560.000 


6,451,000 (1971)'* 


Population Growth 
Rate 






3.3« (1963-71)'* 


Birth Rate 






47.5 per 1,000 (1955-70)'* 


Death Rate 






15.3 per 1,000 (1965-70)'* 


Infant tiortallty 
Rate 








Itomen In Fertile 
Age Group (15-44 yrs) 






995,000 (1965)^* 


rupu i<i w 1 un ui luci 

15 yrs 






45.7« (1970)^* 


Urban Population 






43.5 (1970)'* 


GNP Per Capita 






!)S$290 (1970)^* 


6NP Per Caolta 
Groi^th Rate 






2.9% (1960-70)** 


Population Per 
Doctor 






3,855 (1971)^* 


Population Per 
Hospital Bed 






1.085 (1971)^* 



1. UN Demo<!ra?ih1c Yearbook 1971. 

2. UN Statistical Yearbook 1970. 

3. UHESOB estimate. 

4. World Bank Atlas 1972. 

5. Ut! Statistical Yearbook 1972, 



• This report Is not an official publication but has be«n prepared for 
infonnatlonal and consultative purposes. 



ZPPF snruAnoN repokt 



SyRIAN ARAB REFUBUC 



JUIY 1973 



1. GENERAL BACKGaROIIKD 

Syria k • R^piMic, tii» c«pitil of whidi is' 0«iaiciit . WamB Al^^, Tartut^ 
Latdda and Hama ara Hie important dtiaa. About 40% oi Syriaia an claaai£ied 

aa urban, tiiough titia an pmrt raflects the high population denaitiea in some parts 
o£ the country. 

The Syrian population is very unevenly distributed since larg^ parts o£ the 
country are desert and subdesert capable of sustwiit^ oiily small nomadic 
elements^ The majority of Hie population is dispersed tiiroug^iout the fertile 
area and most densely abi^ €lm Mediterranean coast. The coastal strip is 
nven watered and irri^tion practises are on a hig^ level» 

Ethnic Grouos md Legiguage 

The people of Syria are of mimd descent and Arabic is the official language. 
SmaU minority groins speak ^alects of Turkish and Kurdish. 



The greater miqority of ^frians axo MssiUm. There are small endavee of 
Christians, in^iding a few isolated vfllages which descend directly from the 
first Christifm cot^regations and where Aramaeic is still ^ken. 

Econwny 

The most in^rtant export is cotton where there has been m impressive increase 
in output. From a nu>dest start in tlie early 1950*s Syria is now prodiK:ing an 
annual hanmt mfhich is ^^proaching tiie siae ^ that of Sud^yei* 

Cereals fruit toba^» (indudii^ the fmned Latakia) and cotton are grown for 
domestic and ^q^ort use. fii t^ interior tiie emphasis is more on cereals and 
aninud husbandry for dnnestic oonsun^tbn. 

biAistry is concentrated in the four l^cgest cities aid does not as yet 
contribute a very large pi as p o r t io n to the Gross National Product. Its 
contributim to enq^loyment is even less. On the otter hmid traditiDnal crafts 
and tradii^ account for a rathw lai^ share of employment. 

Oil has been discovered recently mi its production is r^idly incteatir^ - bi 
addition Syria has a steady income from troisit fees for oil*pi^elinds. 

CommunkatioM 'and educa^on 

There axe 5 national ne w s p apers in Syria, 224 radios and 19 TV sets per 1000 
population in 1970. Communications witl^ tiie country are good, with an extmsive 
road netwod( ooverkig most populated areas. 



Sdiocd Mrdment in Syria is relatively good^ The five-year jim expiring in 1975 
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aims at effective enrolment at Idle primary level of 80 per cent vritii full 
coverage in 1985. There are univereitiee in Damascus and AlBpgo both of which 
include medical sdioole. 

Medical/Social Welfare 

fti oocial affairs tite emphasis is on improving healtii conditions. The present 
5 year plan envisages tiie ST^ansion and iq^ading of tfie basic health services, so 
that tte f tdl range of preventive and curative health services will be available 
to the vrtiole population by 1975. 

n FAMILY PLANNING STTUATP N 

PoptdatJon growth is not cCfidany seen as an in^rtant problem since there is 
BtSL surplus land in Syria. Thus, the recent opening o£ the Eii^irates Dam %irill 
lead to botit an increase in and an improvement of the arable land. However, 
there is an increasii^ interest in demographic statistics and tiieir use in long-term 
planning. 

Tl^re is also an increass^ ^^preciatkm of tiie healtft aspects of f an:iily planning 
from the individual, j^cof^sional and even c^ficlal levd and this mig^t lead 
towards the formation o£ a family ^lamtsng association. In July 1971 a Seminar 
was arrat^ed by tiie Syasat Gynaecological Association on iha topic of Family 
FUmnii^ axid Fopulatapn Dynamics and in November 1972 a WHO qioraored 
Seminar on Famfly Healthy covering femiily plamtii^^ took place in Damascus, 
bi December 1972 a semmar joindy spo n sor e d by ILO md tlie General Federation 
of Syrian Trades Unkns dismissed the ^lestion of population and trades unions. 

Several doctors and paramedical staff have been trained under the IPPF Regional 
Traming scheme and observers from Syria partic^ated in the 1973 R^ional 
Council Meetii« of the IPPF MENA Region. 



Sources 

EUROPA The Middle East and North Africa 1972-73 

Clarke and Fischer Poptdations of the MUddle East and North Africa 

UNESOB Conference Documents 
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STPXISSICS 


1950 


1960 


IA3SST AIAIIABLE FtGDSES 








177,508 aq. kms.^ 


Total Population 
pQpi:d^±lai Gcoith 


2,407,000^ 


2,595,510, 


3,000,000^ 

1 2* fl9fi3-71l^ 


M r44-i Pdf« 






21.7 oer 1.000^ (1970) 


Death Rate 






9.5 per 1/XX> (1970)^ 


lh£ant Mortality 
Rate 






49.0 per 1,000 (1970)^ 


Hbnai In Fertile 
Age Gtoqp (15-49) 

Population under ' 
15 




651,400 , 
(1963) ^ 

23% (1963)^ 


712,000 (1970)^ 
28.2% (1970)^ 


Uzban Population 




71.9 


78.4% (1970)^ 


(29 Per Capita 






IB$ 820 (1970)^ 


we Per capita 
Garaiirth Rate 






-0.4% (1960-70)^ 


Population per 
Doctor 






880 (1966)^ 


Population per 
Jo^tal Bed 






210 (1966)^ 



1. tM Denocpnciiic YeaHsock 1971. 

2. Mbrld Bade Atlas 1972. 

3. CELME Boletin DesograEloo. 

4. ON Montiily Bulletin of StatisticB, Nov. 1971. 

5. (M StabistlGal Yoatbock, 



* OSils tsgact is not «i offlciil p«l>lleatiA but hm boen pni^tted for 
Infoamatlcned and ecBsulttlve puqpoMs. 
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1. ^lERflL BaCKGBDCHD 

Ihe RsfKbllc of utuguay has a low rate of pcpulatlai gxoi^th; pqaulaitlcn 
density is 16 per sqpiare kllonetre (1973) . Ovor half of tha total 
peculation live In tha cepltal, Montevideo: 1970 (Est.) 1,350/XX) 
inlubltants • 

Eaanc 

EuEopeai •> 901: mestizo - 10%. 

Spanish 
BEUGION 

The m^acLty of the pcpulation are Bonan Cgtiiollc. 
BOOCMf 

Agriculture aid stockraislng are the country's chief sources of inoone, 
and meat, grains, and animal and agricultural products torn the bulk of 
Gspcorts. Industries, of «ihldi tte chief are fo od - pro ce^lng and textiles 
are natoly oonosntrated in Nantevideo. A hlf^ peraaitage of the total 
eBplaged population wcnks in adnlnistraHon and ooraieroB. 

The Uruguayan oconoodc situation has been deteriorating slnoe about 
1955, ^th fluctuatin g and generally low prloes for nool and \«heat, on 
which ihs country dependi. A hi^y dsvcOcped social welfixa i^stem 
tims beoene incxesdi^ly dlffLoilt to fixianoe, eipecially cctsld^rii^ 
the hl0 pinportlon of the aiployed peculation Moxking In the a^ninl' 
stratlve e|f>aratuB. 

Siflatlon, reaching in recent years a rate of 100% per anntm, has 
aosrba t e d these difficulties. 

ISia resultnt rafildly failed stndards of living of the working and 
also tiie middle dan lies at tiie zoot of the present political situation 

Stt^xial and intsznatlaial oomutlcatlans are good, by road, rail, wat^ 
me/m, sea and air. 

Ih 1966-67^, there %isia3 26 dedly nsM^tqpezs, 4 ncn-dally n cwo pap ors, and 
35 otiier perio&oals. ihere is good radio ooverage of tiie oointzy 
(1963-72 stations) , and in 1968 there were 9 television staticns. m 
1967, these were 180 dnsnas (45 seats per 1,000 inhaialtants) . 

5 

All education Is fees, and is ccsculBOKy front 8 to 14 yean. Ih 1966 , 
tiiere were 365,597 pcliQaiy p<;pils. In 2,260 schools and instltutdcns; 
in 1961, these wir@ 72,670 pifiils in seoondazy eduoaticn. Ihsze are 
tHO mivesiitiss. 
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Uruguay has a oospxehensl^ social welfare state system, with a wide 
range of benefits and extensive probectlGn for workers, Including enplcy- 
XQont guarantees, a low pension age, nd Insurance against suq>en8lQn 
from w»dc« nodical facilities are good* 

Illegal abortion Is a serious health problem; various stoiles Indicate 
that there msy be as n»ny as 3 4 abortions for eveiy birth* 

n. mmx EoaintiG sitoktiow 

The government has no official policy cn family planning* Ihere is a 
private family planning assodation ^ch provides services through its 
csntral clinic In the govemnont supported university hospital, and 
through 2: otitmr clinics, 

MTriUEES 

the Government does not directly sponsor any family planning progranic 
but has officially reoo^iised private assoGLaticn's clinics and 
huoai reprod uction laboratory; the Mlnt^.cry of Healtii allo^^ its hos- 
pitals and health oontres to be used fur family plannliig, togothor with 
part of its staff and equipment. 

Ibe p(^tical turmoil of the last three years has made the going diffi- 
cult foat the family planning mo^^sment. 1971 In particular saw tfie 
i^ssodaticn come tnder intense critiGifiBn from studoni- bodies at the 
National Uiiversity. Ihe Infosaaticn and education activity d the 
Associ;atlai has b^ion £cr these reasons rather restricted. I and E 
acticily in 1972 was on a very small scale. Ihe Association has tried 
to stress that it does not see itself as pursuing in any an anti- 
natalist policy fior Uruguay, particularly considering tiie low population 
and low growth rate. 

The establishment In Jixie 1973 of a mllitary-badced dictatorship under 
President Bordaberry may well presage the end of socialist and natio-' 
nalist ccitidism cf the fiuidly planning roovement. 

Ihere is no active opposition from the Roman Catholic Church. 

lEGISLKnON 

i)bortlcn for medical reasons Is allowed. There is a vezy hl^ rate of 
illegal aborticns, the majoKlty carried out for eocncmic reeeons. 



History 

The Utugusyan Assodation for Family Planning and Research on Human 
Rs[«3ducticn (ADPniH) was fowded in 1962, and Is a maiber of the IPPF. 
Its headopias^ers are in tiie Pereira RDSsel Hospital in Mntevideo, vAiere,; 
as well as a faidly planning dlnic, tiiero is also a sexological research 
institute, the first of its kind in Latin Merica. 
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AsocLadm Una9ieya da Planifi .^<^ Fanlllar e IhveBtlgaciGnes 

scbiD Rspxoduod^ Hmana, 

Hcx^lted Pexeira Rassel, 

Bvr. ArtlgaB 15S0, 

Mcntevldao, 

PBrBomel 

Executlw Dliector: Dr. J. Alberto Castzo. 
Pzesldait: Sra. Jannine C&laaet de Alvarez. 
Vlae-Presldont: Sra. Ttareea Cofana de VascxnoelloB. 
Treasurer: Sra. Nllda DenorL de Rodrlgiez. 

Servloes 

After tiie astedaUatnert of Association's first clinic in Montevideo 
in 1963, its actlvltit . Gxpsn^ rapidly, particularly in the period 
1969-70 Mtvsn tlie nmtser of clijilas rose frcn 10 to tiie present 22. Of 
these, 7 are in hoepitali, 9 in ganeral heallii centres, and the rest in 
a iiiatemal/<Mld health oantre, a private ptiysidan's of flea snd in the 
out^tient sections of dastetrlcal/giynaeoological dapartnents. 

In 1972, 1685 nm acceptors were served, half of these attending the 
central clinic in Mcntevideo. Over 90% of scoaptoxa used He's. The 
nuiiaer of new acceptors has fallen to aisout 65% of tlie 1970 figure. 
2273 snear tests vtere tedesn in 1972. 5 of the 22 clinics xere 
dosed tenpararily in 1972 because of lack of perscnnel and illness. 

mtll 1970, the Assodaticn's D^>arta^t Infonnatlon, Education aid 
Training used all methods of conRunicatlcn to pcbUdze, end gain 
suiiport fac, fenlly planning. 6roi:|> meetings, discussions and film shews 
were held for patients, professionals and dvic grocfss. Literature was 
printed and ffl^tributed. Oourses were held for sdiod chlldKin, and a 
sex education course was broadcast over an of fidal television station 
in Maitevldeo. 

Ih 1970, the reorgaOsed Departaient dedded to suspend the use of the 

nodia, folloMlng the student canpaicp against fanily plasiing. 
However, literature distribution continued and infosnaticn meetings wars 
held. To oomter the attadc, the Assodation aimad its motivational 
p rogr a nm s at groins with a strong influence en public opinion, at 
teadiezs, labour leaders and graduates. 

Ih 1971 aid 1972, Infocnatlcn and education activity was restricted, 
m 1972, a ave-day workshop was held for 72 MdMives, six Press ad- 
vertlsensnts appsao^sd, one 17 minute TV interview was broackast, and 
2300 pasphlets aid other publications were distributed, 90% of than in 
the Interior of uruguEy. Film and slide showings ware held in clinics 
and schools. 



I 
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ERict 



Sex Educatlcn 

Hhe Assodatlcn has an extensive aoK oducation pzogranne which it has 
boen dofvoloplng slnoa 1964; adscpaate sex education for yong people is 
oansidered to bo one of the ways of reducing the hi^ illegal abortion 
rate. Activities ha^ Indudad the training of teachers, social iiiorkers, 
sldMives, nurses and doctors, school courses and television progranxnes. 
Ixi 1969, representatives frm all over South America atbendod the first 
Latin AiQerican Course on Sex Education and Fandly Planning, organised 
fay the Association. 



Training activities are organised by the D^peuisiient of Infonmticn, 
Education and Training, to lnpco^ the tDechnixjuas and standards of 
family planning workers and to train additional personnel to staff new 
clinics. Ihe Association periodically Injects its clinics and their 
operations through an extonded In-trainlng activity, known as visiting; 
a nultidisolpllnary team visits a cllnjp and during its stay wDzks viith 
the staff and advises on l upr D ve ni a its. 

In 1972 , 72 xnidMives, 8 nurses, 4 doctors and 10 social workers attended 
short training courses. 



Ihd Association sponsors research on hunan reproduction, on socio- 
ecGnomic conditions, and on the method and results of different ocntrar 
osptlvsB. The lai3oratocy is wall-known for its wodc en uterine physio- 
logy. 



Otiier Family Planning Activities 

A family planning clinic is run in the Hospital de Cllnicas In Itxite- 

VidBO. 



TRAINING 





